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NAUGATUCK — The
blossoming trees along
Church Street can only mean
one thing: it’s time for Nau-
gatuck’s Downtown Spring
Festival.

The festival is Sunday
from 3 to 9 p.m. along
Church Street and Old Fire-
house Road. The festival was
postponed from Saturday
due to Tuesday’s storm.

Church Street, which will
be closed to traffic, will be
lined with vendors and en-
tertainment on Sunday.

In addition to the activities
on Church Street, there will
be a car show along Old
Firehouse Road, live music
from the Rubber City Blues
Band, carnival rides at the
municipal parking lot and a
variety of local restaurants
and food trucks on hand.

Parking is available at the
Naugatuck Event Center on
Rubber Avenue.

Mayor N. Warren “Pete”
Hess started seasonal festi-

vals in the fall of 2016 as a
way to bring people down-
town. Hess said the borough
wants to ensure the spring
festival, and all the down-
town festivals, continue for a
long time. He encouraged
residents who have ideas on
how to improve the festivals
to reach out to him.

“We are trying to build a
tradition that will gather
enough strength to go on for-
ever,” Hess said.

Hess encouraged people
to swing by downtown on
Saturday for “food, fun, frol-
ic, music, and dancing in the
streets.” The spring festival
kicks off the year of down-
town festivals, which in-
cludes a summer festival in
August, a fall festival in Sep-
tember and a winter festival
in December. Hess said offi-
cials are working to improve
the festivals each year.

“The festivals won’t al-
ways be on Church Street.
We will be moving around
town over time and having
festivals in other portions of
town,” Hess said.

Naugatuck celebrates
spring arrival Sunday
Delayed a day due to storm 
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WATERBURY — A clash
between Waterbury Hospi-
tal CEO Peter J. Adamo and
a member of the Naugatuck
Valley Project added tension
to a community forum
Thursday evening that oth-
erwise ran smoothly.

During the question-and
answer-ses-
sion at the end
of the forum,
N a u g a t u c k
Valley Project
member Steve
Schrag criti-
cized the
amount of no-
tice the hospi-
tal provided
the communi-
ty regarding

the forum and demanded the
hospital enter into a legally
binding, written agreement
to continue accepting Medi-
care and Medicaid pay-
ments. 

“I would like to know how
long you’re going to keep
Medicare and Medicaid as
required for nonprofits, as
unfortunately under OCHA
(Office of the Healthcare
Advocate) you’re not re-
quired to do it after next
year. Are you going to keep
it forever?” Schrag asked.

“I’m having a hard time
not laughing,” said an exas-
perated Adamo. “Seventy-
eight percent of my business
is Medicare and Medicaid. If
I stop doing that, what am I
going to do?”

“So then why don’t you put
that in writing with us?”

asked Schrag. 
“Why would I have to put

it in writing?” asked Adamo. 
The exchange is the culmi-

nation of a rift that formed
between hospital executives
and the community group as
a result of the hospital forego-
ing its nonprofit status to join
Prospect Medical Holdings in
2016, in the face of serious fi-
nancial issues.

According to hospital
records, the Greater Water-
bury Health Network lost $53
million over the two years be-
fore the acquisition. The Nau-
gatuck Valley Project is con-
cerned that once state-man-
dated charitable contributions
and forums are no longer re-
quired, the hospital will stop
providing them. Waterbury
Hospital Spokeswoman Patri-
cia Charvat previously said
the hospital would continue
its community involvement
after the three-year mandato-
ry period expires. 

Thursday night’s forum,
which took place in a con-
ference room in front of
roughly 40 hospital officials
and community members,
was the first of two biannual
meetings Connecticut man-
dated the hospital conduct
when it was acquired by
Prospect, which pledged to
invest $55 million in up-
grades to the hospital.

To that end, Mark Holtz,
hospital chief operating offi-
cer, said roughly $8.7 million
in investments were made
during fiscal year 2017, and
$14 million more are
planned for fiscal year 2018.
He said $5 million was spent
year-to-date in infrastruc-

ture and equipment up-
grades.

Among the upgrades were
new anesthesia machines,
portable X-ray machines,
new EKG machines, new flat
screen TVs and improved
cable service for patients. 

Holtz reported the hospi-
tal’s campus also had been
improved by new energy-
efficient outdoor lights,
building restorations, side-
walks and guardrails, “all
meant to make the campus
more open and welcoming. A
real change from the way we
operated before.”

Dr. Joey Cosgriff reported
quality-of-care updates, chief
among them a 25 percent de-
crease in the number of falls
patients suffered in the hospi-
tal, as a result of a new multi-
disciplinary team. She re-
ported 50 percent fewer in-
fections transmitted,  due to
improved hand hygiene,
and readmissions are de-
creasing.

Dr. Justin Lundbye, chief
medical officer, said a team
of 12 hospitalists — hospital
doctors who communicate
with primary care doctors
to understand a patient’s
medical issues — is work-
ing to improve communica-
tion with primary care
physicians.

He said doctors are now
being placed on the same
floor consistently, so staff
members build a rapport with
each other and with patients.

Charvat said the hospital
and its network accounted
for roughly $600 million in
direct economic impact on
the community.

Moments before his
questioning by the Nau-
gatuck Valley Project,
Adamo took the floor to de-
tail upcoming improve-
ments, which include re-
modeling the labor and de-
livery department and a
major expansion of the
emergency department,
which he says will double
its square footage and ca-
pacity.

“That is how we touch the
community every single
day,” he said. “This will not
be an inexpensive project.”

The Naugatuck Valley
Project, echoing a complaint
from the last meeting in No-
vember, said community
groups are not receiving
enough notice of the public
forum. Charvat said the hos-
pital had three newspaper
ads, two more than the state
requires as part of the terms
dictated in the Prospect ac-
quisition. 

“If you wanted to be a
good neighbor, you would
have called up people who
you know care about what
happens at this hospital,”
said Schrag. 

William J. Pizzuto, direc-
tor of the city’s UConn cam-
pus, Waterbury Hospital ad-
visory board member and
Waterbury Regional Cham-
ber of Commerce chairman,
interjected:

“This hospital, as well as
Saint Mary’s, is intimately
involved with every organi-
zation that I’m involved in,”
he said. “What they do, I can
personally testify, is so suc-
cessful I have a nursing pro-
gram because of it.” 

Tension up as hospital officials list upgrades
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THOMASTON — The
Board of Selectmen approved
two ordinance changes relat-
ed to Nystrom’s Park during
its meeting Tuesday.

The changes will affect
parking fees, and when and
where dogs are allowed in the
park.

Residents will vote on the
ordinance changes at a town
meeting, tentatively sched-
uled for June 6 at 7 p.m. The
meeting site has not yet been
determined.

First Selectman Edmond V.
Mone said the biggest ordi-
nance change will involve
where dogs are allowed to go
in the park. He said dogs will
now be allowed at the beach
and picnic area between
Memorial Day and Labor Day. 

He said dogs will be prohib-
ited from any athletic fields or
on the track all year long, but
they will be allowed in the
parking lot, on walkways and
in open areas, where only if
they are leashed.

The current ordinance
states that dogs are not al-
lowed at Nystrom’s Park
from Memorial Day until La-
bor Day.

“We don’t want to prohibit
people from using the park,

but we want them to be re-
sponsible and clean up after
their dogs,” Mone said
Wednesday. “We want them
to be respectful of our facili-
ties.”

The second ordinance
change was to the park’s fees.
In the past, Mone said, visi-
tors were charged for park-
ing. Now, residents will pay
$2 to use the beach and pic-
nic area, and nonresidents
will be charged $4. 

“It’s no longer in our best
interest to charge for park-
ing, since people come to the
park for so many different
things,” Mone said. “But we
have lifeguards we hire, so
we still need some kind of
revenue to offset those costs
for the Parks and Recreation
Department.”

The Nystrom’s Park expan-
sion is now nearing comple-
tion; just the playground,
storage building and soccer
field within the track remain
unfinished. Mone said that
while the playground and
storage building will be com-
pleted soon, the soccer field
will not be ready for use until
this fall.

“Nystrom’s looks fantastic
and is a great facility for our
community,” Mone said. “I
already see people taking ad-
vantage of it quite a bit.”

Nystrom’s Park vote 
on dogs, fees coming up

Listen to a
heated 

exchange at
the commu-
nity meeting

at 
rep-am.com

Wolcott Seniors 
to host tag sale

WOLCOTT — The Wolcott
Senior Association will con-
duct its annual tag and bake
sale Saturday from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. at the Charles Rietdyke
Wolcott Senior Center, 211
Nichols Road.

Sweet treats and miscella-
neous items will be available
for purchase. Proceeds will
benefit the association.

For information, call the
center at 203-879-8133.

Fundraiser at
V.F.W. Post 201

WATERBURY — A
fundraising event will take
place on Sunday from 1 to 5
p.m. at V.F.W. Post 201, 2205
Baldwin St. 

The event will include food
and a raffle. Tickets are $20
per person.

Proceeds will go to V.F.W.
member Steve Paquette, who
is sick with cancer. 

For information, call 203-
558-0841. 

Boy Scouts
clothing drive

NAUGATUCK — BSA
Troop 102 will sponsor a cloth-

ing drive on Sunday from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the gazebo on
the Naugatuck Green. 

The community is invited
to drop off all old clothes,
linens and small housewares
to help the Scouts fill a bus. 

To make pick up arrange-
ments, contact Joe at 203-
723-7345, or email
troop102CT@gmail.com. 

Acts 4 Ministy
fundraiser

WATERBURY — Acts 4
Ministry Inc. will host its fifth
annual fundraising reception
“Inspiration: Inspiring Acts of
Love” on June 28 from 5:30 to
8 p.m. in the lower orchestra
lobby of the Palace Theater,
100 E. Main St.

The event will celebrate
the many ways the organiza-
tion impacts positive changes
in the Greater Waterbury
community. 

Wednesday is the deadline
for all further sponsorships.
For information, call Execu-
tive Director Sarah Elizabeth
Carabetta at 203-574-2287 or
email to executive direc-
tor@acts4.org. Tickets are
$45 per person and can be se-
cured by clicking “Click to
Give” at the top right corner
of the Acts4.org home page.

BRIEFLY

BILL SHETTLE  REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

Folks enjoy themselves during the Greater Waterbury Campership Fund’s Big Green Pizza Truck Party at YMCA’s Camp
Mataucha in Watertown on Thursday evening. 

PIZZA TRUCK FUNDRAISER


