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Flexible Options for

Affordable Dental Care
At Connecticut Family Dental, affordable dentistry is a reality for all of 

our patients, regardless of income or dental needs. To help you get the 

healthy smile of your dreams, we offer a number of payment options as 

well as our own in-house Connecticut Dental Savers Plan, which can 

save you hundreds on dental treatments. Whether you need a quick 

check-up or a more intensive treatment like dental implants, we can 

provide the care you need at a cost that works for you.

A popular option, Compassionate Healthcare ServiceTM lets you 

break up the cost of your treatment into payment plans ranging from 

4 to 24 months. Even more convenient, you can actually name the 

monthly payment that fits your budget! This payment plan gets you the 

dental care you need on your terms.

• Choose a Plan from 4 to 24 Months

• Decide Your Own Monthly Payment

• No Hidden Fees

• High Approval Rates

Call our office today to learn more about this flexible 

financing option or to start the easy application process!

Don’t Overspend at the Dentist Again!
Don’t have insurance? Don’t let that stop you from getting a beautiful and 

healthy smile! Our Connecticut Family Dental Plan helps make getting the 

dental health care that you and your family deserve a financial possibility.

With our Connecticut Family Dental Plan, you can save money on all 

of your family’s comprehensive dental treatments. Plus, you’ll receive 

FREE exams, FREE cleanings, and ALL necessary X-rays!

Only $199 with Savings of 53% for 2 Cleanings!

NEW PATIENT GIFT

Offer has no cash value and cannot be combined with 

insurance or other offers. Valid for new patients in absence of 

gum disease.**After new patient exam, X-rays, and cleaning. 

Valid in absence of gum disease. Insurance restrictions and 

limitations may apply. Call our office for details. 

FREE 

Teeth Whitening 

for LIFE! 
for New Patients**

yment

203-574-2725
Se Habla Español

Tulasi Vikram, DDS

171 Grandview Ave,. Ste, 103 

Waterbury, CT 06708

Visit us Online: www.ctfdental.com

SATURDAY AND EVENING APPOINTMENTS

Dental Insurance
Many of our patients have some form of dental insurance, 

and we gladly accept most fee-for-service dental plans
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WATERBURY — A city
Sensitivity Task-Force has
been formed to explore
whether race- and religion-
based intimidation is taking
place and how the city might
respond. 

Board of Aldermen Presi-
dent Paul K. Pernerewski Jr.
has formed the task force un-
der his authority and an-
nounced its creation Monday.
Pernerewski doesn’t antici-
pate hate-related crime and
bullying are issues for the
city, but feels it is worth ex-
ploring concerns recently
raised by local activists.

Pernerewski said the group
will first meet with school and
police administration to see if
they’ve registered concerns,
and possibly recommend new
resources, ordinances or pro-
cedures if needed. 

“I don’t foresee that at this
point, but I won’t close it off,”
Pernerewski said. 

The task-force is an out-
growth of an anti-Islamopho-
bia rally on Jan. 18 that drew
hundreds to St. John’s Epis-
copal Church. Muslims, Jews
and Christians joined togeth-
er to voice support for Mus-
lims. Many organizers and
participants felt threatened
by the rhetoric of then-Presi-
dent Elect Donald Trump.
Organizers asked city offi-
cials to form a group to re-
view the city’s response to re-
ligious and racial based prob-
lems.

Fahd Syed, an administra-
tor with the United Muslim
Mosque, has heard of local
Muslims being abused with
anti-Muslim language and of
students being bullied in
schools. 

“I am tired of members of
my community being told
racial comments and it seems
like there is no justice for
them,” Syed said. “I need to
bring this to light.”

Syed said he is grateful for
the support of local officials
participating in the new effort.

Alderman Jetlir Kulla, an-
other member of the task
force, is an ethnic Albanian.
Like most of thousands of eth-
nic-Albanians in and around
the city, Kulla is a white Mus-
lim who dresses in western

clothing. He hasn’t experi-
enced any religious or ethnic-
based intimidation. But that
doesn’t mean it doesn’t hap-
pen, Kulla said.

“The idea of the committee
is to engage the community
and see if there’s anything
that’s occurring, whether it’s
with religion or race,” Kulla
said. “Basically, to give peo-
ple a voice.”

Pernerewski called togeth-
er the task force under his au-
thority.

Additional members of the
task force include: Mayoral
Aide Monroe Webster, Assis-
tant Deputy Police Chief Ed-
ward Appicella, Board of Edu-
cation member Felix M. Ro-
driguez, Board of Education
President Elizabeth C. Brown,
Waterbury schools security
chief John Herman, schools
interim Administrator of
Pupil Personnel Services
Wendy Owens, Naugatuck
Valley Project Vice President
Bonnie Odiorne and Yitz Ra-
binowitz from the city’s Ortho-
dox Jewish community.

“My sense right now is
there is not a widespread
problem in the community,”
Brown said. “But I think what
the interfaith group is saying
is we just want to know that
people are prepared — if
these things happen there is a
plan or protocol in place.”

Task force targets
racial, religious
bias in Waterbury
Head alderman forms panel

“I AM TIRED OF MEM-
BERS OF MY COMMU-
NITY BEING TOLD
RACIAL COMMENTS
AND IT SEEMS LIKE
THERE IS NO JUSTICE
FOR THEM.” 

FAHD SYED 
ADMINISTRATOR, UNITED
MUSLIM MOSQUE
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Detectives tracked down
several witnesses in the
case, learning that Bostic-
Aponte had bought a car ear-
lier in the night and was seen
hanging out with several
men near a liquor store. Wit-
nesses helped lead police to
Tijuan “Fly” Gibson, 38, who
was charged with felony
murder last month. 

After he was detained for
unrelated drug charges,
Snow initially told police he
didn’t know anything about
Bostic-Aponte’s murder,
saying he had hung out with
Bostic-Aponte earlier in the
night. He only learned of his
friend’s death when police
set up a crime scene on
Chestnut Avenue, he told po-
lice. But detectives later con-
fronted him with evidence
that contradicted his claims. 

Snow’s eyes watered, then
he admitted to being with
Bostic-Aponte on the night of
his murder, telling police he
was afraid of becoming the
“next body.” 

A witness told police that
two men, including Gibson,
38, were aiming to rob
Bostic-Aponte and pulled
him into the yard of the
abandoned home following
an argument. 

Snow told police he was
trying to calm everyone
down during the robbery,
but Gibson, armed with a

pistol, demanded cash from
Bostic-Aponte, then had
him strip off his winter jack-
et and sweatshirt. Moments
later, Gibson fired, a wit-
ness told police. 

Snow later told police that
he knew Bostic-Aponte was
going to be robbed, but he
didn’t know he would be

killed. He admitted he didn’t
warn Bostic-Aponte, accord-
ing to a statement to police. 

Police can charge a sus-

pect who takes part in a rob-
bery with felony murder if a
victim dies during the
holdup, whether the suspect
knew the victim would be
killed or not. 

Snow was under investiga-
tion in 2015 for selling hero-
in and fentanyl in the area,
according to state police. A
witness told police that Snow
had sold a substance to a
customer that caused the
person to vomit, then pass
out when they took it. After
seeing that, the witness
agreed to buy from Snow,
which led to the state police
case against him. 

In October, police say Snow
was behind the wheel of a car
that crashed into three
parked cars after they tried to
pull him over. Snow bailed
from the car after the crash,
but officers found him near-
by, according to police. Inside
the car’s center console, po-
lice say they found 21 bags of
marijuana, heroin, a digital
scale and plastic baggies with
pit bull symbols on them.

Snow was held on a $1 mil-
lion bond following his ar-
raignment on Tuesday in
Waterbury Superior Court.
He’s due back in court later
this month. 

KILLING: Suspect changed story to police

JONATHAN SHUGARTS  REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

A homicide scene at the corner of Ridgewood Street and
Chestnut Avenue in Waterbury became a memorial to
Savion Bostic-Aponte, who was gunned down earlier this
year in a yard of the abandoned home shown in the back-
ground. Roses, candles, a balloon and an empty bottle of
Hennessy cognac sit in homage to the young man. Police
arrested Tijuan Gibson and Tysean Snow in connection
with Bostic-Aponte’s slaying. 

Bostic-Aponte
CONTRIBUTED

Department of Transporta-
tion Commissioner James
Redeker said rail infrastruc-
ture needs to be upgraded to
meet modern standards of
speed, reliability and safety.

“We’re saying just go back
to the basics, let’s get our sys-
tem back to a good state of re-
pair before we start thinking
about a new alignment,” Re-
deker said Tuesday.

He said there are signifi-
cant backlogs in work that
needs to be done. For exam-
ple, the DOT hopes to avoid a
problem with the Connecticut
River Bridge, a movable
bridge between Old Saybrook
and Old Lyme that carries
Amtrak trains.

“It is old and unreliable
and because of that, quite
frankly, all of the trains Am-
trak operates are scheduled
around this major pinchpoint
because it’s such an impedi-
ment to the reliability of serv-
ice,” Redeker said.

While rail upgrades don’t
have the allure of bullet
trains, Redeker said the in-
cremental benefit of improv-
ing current service will be
greater and will affect a larg-

er group of people than
adding new service.

About 80 percent of pas-
senger train trips are for
commuting purposes. The
market for intercity travel is
much smaller, he said.

In his letter, Malloy also
asked the Federal Railroad
Administration to consider an
expedited environmental ap-
proval process for priority
projects.

Fred Carstensen, director
of the Connecticut Center for
Economic Analysis at the Uni-
versity of Connecticut, said he
agrees service improvements
should be the priority. He said
60 minutes is the maximum
time people are willing to
spend commuting. A trip from
New Haven to New York City
now takes more than 90 min-
utes, which he said is slower
than it was 100 years ago.

“Yale has argued for years
and years how critical it is for
New Haven and Yale to have
60 minute service to NYC.”
Carstensen said. “So Malloy’s
emphasis on restoring to
peak performance what we
already have as the first pri-
ority makes good sense.”

RAILS: 80% of train
trips are commuting

lilacs.”  
McNamara and Michael

Salvio, vice president of the
conservancy, first discov-
ered the existence of the
long-lost planting plans by
researching the Republican-
American archives.

“We sat down looking at a
bunch of articles and it refer-
enced a gentleman by the
name of Mark Kane, who was
an Overlook resident back in
the late 1990s,” she said.
“And, it mentioned that he
had the plan for Fulton Park,
and I nearly fell out of my
chair, because we had been
looking for these planting
plans and we had been led to
believe that none existed.”  

Using Google, McNamara
said, she tracked down Kane
in Iowa, “and out of the blue
called him.”  It turned out
that while Kane, now elder-
ly, believed he still had the
plans, he could no longer lo-

cate them, McNamara said.
He suggested to her, she
said, that she might find
them in the archives of the
Olmsted Historical Site in
Brookline, Mass.

McNamara said she had
already tried that and was
told the plans no longer ex-
isted. But at Kane’s urging,
she said, archivists there
performed another search
and the plans turned up. The
plans, which include sketch-
es of the park with notations
on what to plant and where,
include only the southern
end of the park. The only
records that remain of the
northern end are photo-
graphic.

“The southern part was al-
ways designed to be the

most luxurious,” she said,
adding the reason is that the
Olmsteds began construct-
ing the park at the southern
end, and as it moved north
up Cooke Street, funding for
it proceeded to run out.

Funding is not yet in place
for the restoration of the lilac
grove. McNamara said how
much is needed will depend
upon how the lilacs are ob-
tained. Many varieties are
needed to restore the grove,
she said, and it might be dif-
ficult to find that many that
have already matured in pots
(younger plants not strongly
rooted are easily stolen).

HOCC’s campaign, called
“Love a Lilac,” asks for do-
nations of $45 to sponsor an
individual lilac plant.

“We’re getting an over-
whelming response,” Salvio
said, “I mean, I’m getting
checks every day, not only
from the Overlook people
but people from all over Wa-
terbury and people who
used to live here.”  

And when the lilacs ar-
rive, he said, volunteers
from community groups all
over the city have already
agreed to help plant them,
under the supervision of
Mark Lombardo, the city’s
supervisor of parks and golf
courses.

Contact Mike Patrick at
mpatrick@rep-am.com, on
Twitter @RA_MikePatrick
or on Facebook at RA. Mike.
Patrick.

CITY: Search began in newspaper archives
>>  To donate to the Love a Lilac campaign, send check payable to “HOCC” to HOCC, c/o
Michael Salvio, 551 Willow St., Waterbury, CT 06710. All donations are tax deductible.

Send a hint to heloise@ heloise.com

and be sure to tell her you follow her

daily in theRepublicanAmerican


